
Dedication

KENNETH N. KETTENRING

Ken Kettenring was born in the spring of 1944 at Fort Benning, Georgia. He grew up the eldest of four
children near West Chester, Pennsylvania, and got his bachelor's degree in Chemical Engineering from LeHigh
University. After graduation, Ken joined the US Air Force, and obtained the rank of Captain before returning to
civilian life. Ken got his PhD in Sedimentology from the University of Los Angeles, and began to teach Geology at
the University of Wisconsin at River Falls. In 1979, he married Barb, his long-time sweetheart and wife of thirty-
four years. Soon thereafter, they moved to Albuquerque NM for Ken to teach at the University of New Mexico.
Their daughter Marie, was born there in 1983.

In 1985, the Kettenrings moved to New Hampshire to be closer to family and bought a house in New
Hampton. In 1987, their son Stuart was born. Since moving to New Hampshire, Ken served for several years as a
computer teacher at Laconia High School, then for over a decade as Administrator of the New Hampshire
Department of Environmental Services, Wetlands Bureau. He followed that by acting as a hydrogeologist for the
New Hampshire Department of Hazardous Waste. He received in 1993 a National Wetlands Award for his
outstanding contributions to wetland protection, restoration and education in New Hampshire. He worked with
County Conservation Districts since the late 1980’s, when as Administrator of NH Wetlands Bureau he helped
develop agriculturally friendly minimum impact wetlands rules and wetlands best management practices. He has
served with the Belknap County Conservation District since 2004 and served as District Supervisor since 2005.  He
was also appointed by Governor Lynch to the State Conservation Committee in January 2006 to represent Belknap
and Carroll counties and has served as Chairman.  His accomplishments are many throughout his career.

Ken is currently retired from public service, except for his continued work in his position on New
Hampton's Planning Board and as town Moderator.  He has served on the Planning Board since 1987, for 28 years,
and has been the Chairman for the last 14 years.  He has been the town’s distinguished Moderator for 21 years.  He
continues to serve his community in both these positions. He exemplifies the real meaning of “public service.”

Ken enjoys spending time with his children Marie and Stuart, as well as photography, reading, gardening
and hiking with his hound dog, Bentley.


